
The following chart, in conjunction with a thermometer and hydrometer, can be used to 
determine if gasoline is in an acceptable range to maintain proper performance.  Fuel that 
is too light can cause problems such as vapor lock.  Heavy fuel can cause deposits in 
injectors and on internal engine components.  Heavy fuel can also cause many cold start 
and cold driveability problems. 
 

 
 

 
A hydrometer, such as Fisherbrand part number 11-512A, can be floated in a jar of 
gasoline.  The graduations on the side of the hydrometer are read at the surface level of 
fuel.  Using the temperature of the fuel in the left column, move to the right and 
determine where your specific gravity reading fits into the ranges described in the chart. 
 
 
 
 

 


